
January Sermon Series



“The past is your lesson, the 
present is your gift, the future 

is your motivation.”



Scripture Lesson References: 
The Book Of Joshua



Lesson Two: 
Moving Onward And Upward



Onward and upward mean 
toward a better condition or 

higher level.



Four Foundational Principles 
To Move Onward And Upward 



I. TAKE TIME TO CULTIVATE 
COURAGE.



The Hebrew meaning of 
courage is "to show oneself 

strong" 



“Be strong and of good 
courage.” 

Joshua 1:6,7 & 9



A biblical definition of courage 
is “The quality of being able to 
act bravely under difficulties or 
in the face of opposition; being 
prepared to do dangerous or 
risky things in obedience to 
God, in the belief that He will 
strengthen, guard and protect 
His people.” 



II Timothy 1:7, For God did not give us 
a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of 
power…



Isaiah 43:1-2, Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you 
by name; you are mine. When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you 
will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze.



Joshua 1:16, Then they 
answered Joshua, “Whatever 
you have commanded us we will 
do…. 



Three Steps to Cultivate 
Courage:

1. Remember the Truth 

2. Repeat the Truth 

3. Rest in the Truth



II. OBEDIENCE IS NOT 
OPTIONAL.



Disobedience in a small thing 
is never a small matter. 



Joshua 1:7-8, Only be strong and very 
courageous, that you may observe to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
in it day and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you 
will have good success.



Psalm 119:60, I made haste, and did 
not delay keeping Your 
commandments. If you are 
disobeying, stop right now and 
confess it. 



“Obedience to God is an 
expression of our love for 

God.”



III. TAKE TIME TO SOAK UP 
SCRIPTURE.



“Side Stitches” are annoyances, 
challenges, or anything that would 
try to make us lose our focus on 

our Kingdom assignment.



Psalm 119:97, Oh, how I love your law! I meditate
on it all day long.
Psalm 1:1-2, Blessed is the man Who walks not
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the
scornful; But his delight is in the law of the
LORD, And in His Law, he meditates day and
night.



“Thy Words were found, and I did eat 
them; and Thy Word was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I 
am called by Thy name, O Lord God of 
hosts.” 
Jeremiah 15:16 



“If you have a bible that is falling 
apart, you will have a life that is 

not.”



IV. TAKE TIME TO 
CONSECRATE YOURSELF.



Joshua 3:5, Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord 
will do amazing things among you.



"In conversion, God gives to me, 
but in consecration I give to 
God." 
Consecration is the amount of 
your unconditional surrender to 
God.



The Process of Consecration: 
1. We Need to REMEMBER God’s Grace in Our 
Lives.
2. We Need to REMOVE Our Idols and Distractions.
3. We Need to REPENT of Sinful Attitudes and 
Actions.
4. We Need to RECOMMIT Our Hearts to God.



Live the Spiritual Life That Makes 
Heaven Applaud!



1 Peter 2:9, But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into 
His wonderful light. 



Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.



When you give God your 
all, life changes.



There is an overflow of a 
consecrated life. You cannot hide 
it. Others see it, are drawn to it, 

and want it.
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